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Welcome to our first Newsletter of the new school year which will update you on club news, and STEM projects/resources available for running a Young Engineers or Science Club at your school.  Further information is available on www.yecscotland.co.uk or contact Jane Martin, jane.martin@scdi.org.uk, tel:  0141 222 9733.  NB – we have moved offices so please note new contact number.
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DIARY DATES – mark your diary now!
· Scottish Learning Festival, 21/22 September, SECC, Glasgow
If you are visiting the Scottish Learning Festival, make sure you visit our stand L5 where you can preview our new projects and chat to us about running a club
· North-East Showcase, BP, Dyce, 4 November 2011 – invitations will be sent out shortly
· Highlands & Islands Showcase, Eden Court Theatre, Inverness, 16 March 2012

· Celebration of Engineering and Science, Glasgow Science Centre, 8 June 2012
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NEW!  Hydrocarbons in Action – P6/P7      Project Partner                            supported by 
We are pleased to announce an exciting new project for upper primary clubs – Hydrocarbons in Action.  Fifty primary clubs across Scotland will receive a free kit, packed full of equipment and experiments (with comprehensive teacher’s notes) to explore the world of oil and gas exploration and production.  Please register your interest in receiving a kit by 30 September 2011.  Email: melanie.riddell@scdi.org.uk
NEW!  Science Clubbing – S1/S2

Want to start a club but not sure what to do?  Looking for a variety of chemistry/physics/biology activities?  The 'Science Clubbing' pack contains ideas for STEM activities specifically aimed at Science Clubs for junior pupils and is available to clubs free of charge.  

Spring Cleaning, Charlie's Chocolate Factory, Missions to the Moon or Mars and Breeding Baby Dinosaurs provide the inspiration for a wide variety of simple practical work to whet pupil's appetites for Scientific Investigation and the Technology Process.

Resources are generally 'cheap and cheerful' and activities are often enterprising.   They provide ideal opportunities for senior pupils to demonstrate leadership skills and club members to develop their teamwork, communication and problem-solving skills. Definitely worth a look!    Email: jane.martin@scdi.org.uk 
NEW!  Circuit Training – P6/P7

Do you already have a Heather’s Hut renewable energy kit?  Then Circuit Training is an ideal extension using the electricity kit already provided (big blue box).  Click here for a range of simple and fun electronic projects.
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NEW!  Junior Saltire Prize Awards 2012 – P5/7, S1/S3, S4/S6  
Following the success of the inaugural Junior Saltire Prize Awards in 2011, we will be launching the brief for the 2012 competition at the Scottish Learning Festival.  Register your interest now with jane.martin@scdi.org.uk
[image: image16.jpg]


 
MATE Scotland ROV Challenge – S3/S6

This is a popular and challenging international underwater robot competition for secondary clubs, hosted by the Robert Gordon University.  Secondary schools across Scotland are welcome to participate.  If you would like to register or find out more, please email maureen.traquair@opito.com or click here for further information.
Congratulations to Menzieshill High, Dundee (pictured right), who represented Scotland at the international final in Houston, Texas, in June.

NB – the registration deadline is 16 September.
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Rampaging Chariots - Secondary

The Rampaging Chariot is a powerful radio-controlled sporting robot.  The innovative design is based on adapting two 18-volt cordless electric drills and constructing two sophisticated electronic motor controllers.  A team of 4 or 5 can construct a Rampaging Chariot in about 12 hours.  Thanks to funding from the IET, a number of free kits is available.   Clubs which already have a Rampaging Chariot kit can apply for one free kit.  Clubs new to the project can apply for two.  Kits will be available for dispatch in batches between September and December.  Kits are also available to purchase for the subsidised price of £100.  Click here for further information.     Click here for order form. 
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Lighting up Curriculum for Excellence – P6/P7
This popular kit introduces primary clubs to the world of electronics by providing everything required to solder twinkling, flashing and rainbow light-up circuits which can be incorporated into all sorts of inventive projects.  Thanks to funding from the IET we have a limited supply of free kits available and can offer a half day training session to groups of schools.  The allocation of free kits is committed, but kits are also available to purchase at the cost price of £250.  Please contact jane.martin@scdi.org.uk if you are interested in learning more.  Click here to visit the Lighting up Curriculum for Excellence website. 

Thanks to sponsorship from the Institute of Physics, clubs which already have kits are invited to apply for additional free circuits and/or soldering equipment up to the value of £125.  Contact jane.martin@scdi.org.uk for details.
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Heather’s Hut Renewable Energy Project – P6/7  
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Following the success of Heather’s Hut renewable energy project last year, we are again pleased to offer free kits, backed with teacher training sessions where possible.  The kit, inspired and supported by the physicist and ex-BBC weather forecaster Heather “the weather” Reid, covers the topics of:

· How to make electricity and store charge                     
· Wind power generation and wind speed 

· Hydro Power

· Solar Power

If you are interested in receiving a kit please contact jane.martin@scdi.org.uk
In-Service Training for Teachers
We have been working in partnership with education authorities across Scotland to run short and snappy, hands-on training sessions for teachers (primary and/or secondary) where easy science, technology and engineering projects are demonstrated and tried out by teachers with a view to running a club.  To date we have organised sessions in Inverclyde, Glasgow, Borders, Aberdeenshire, Fife, Dundee, Highland, Falkirk, Moray, Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire and Perthshire.   If you would like more information please contact jane.martin@scdi.org.uk
Website
We are always on the lookout for club news, case studies, photos and video clips for our website.  Please forward any material to jane.martin@scdi.org.uk
Expanding in Edinburgh and the Lothians
We are delighted to welcome Judith Symes to the team.  Judith is supporting our club network in Edinburgh and the Lothians as well as assisting in Fife and Dundee.  Judith was previously a Chemistry Teacher.
Alness Academy crowned Club of the Year 2011
Congratulations to Alness Academy, Highland for winning the title of Club of the Year 2011 at the Celebration of Engineering and Science in Glasgow in June.   Over 60 clubs enjoyed an action-packed day.  Mark your diary now for next year’s Celebration on Friday 8 June 2012.
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Alness Academy – Club of the Year 2011                                Kingsland Primary – Best Primary Showcase
SKILLS SCOTLAND

	Skills Scotland Edinburgh @ Edinburgh Corn Exchange Tuesday 8 November 
Skills Scotland Glasgow @ SECC Wednesday 16 and Thursday 17 November 
Skills Scotland Aberdeen @ AECC Tuesday 22 November
 
Do you know what career you want?  Do you know what training is out there? Do you know what skills you need? Do you know where to find the answers?  This autumn you can visit a Skills Scotland event and find all the answers in one place. 

 

The Skills Scotland events are open to anyone aged 14-19, whatever your ambitions or abilities and if you’re looking to an engineering career you’ll find exhibitors such as Scottish Gas, SELEX Gallileo, ECITB, Clyde Union Pumps, OPITO and Petrofac offering information on modern apprenticeships, training and employment plus bringing the world of work to life with skills activities and interactive features. 

  

Loads of schools and colleges have already booked to bring their students to the event, if you want to get a group along visit www.skillsscotland.co.uk or call 01823 362800 



Make me a Scientist – competition for secondary science pupils    www.makemeascientist.org
Make Me A Scientist! - 12th October 2011 - is a one-night only studio-based science competition, with preceding auditions, in the style of popular reality television shows like X Factor (ITV) and Britain's Got Talent (ITV).

The main challenge is to produce a unique demonstration of science in every day life - this can be absolutely anything from a dance performance to a practical example using props! There will also be a science quiz and a surprise challenge.  There will be an expert panel of judges to give feedback on the demo AND a LIVE audience who will vote for their favourite team!

The top prize for the winning school is £500 Waterstones vouchers! The winning team will receive an exclusive behind-the-scenes visit to the Royal Observatory Edinburgh along with: Vue cinema vouchers, Pizza Express pizza making party, Starbucks coffee cards, iTunes cards, Waitrose/John Lewis vouchers! The runners up will also receive iTunes cards and £50 Waterstones vouchers for the school.  Travel will be reimbursed.  NB Entry deadline is 18 September.
Launch of STEM Central
Here is a link to STEM Central, a new resource developed by Education Scotland to explore engineering through sciences, technologies and maths.  www.educationscotland.gov.uk/stemcentral
Local Contacts
Remember we have a network of local coordinators to offer advice and assistance to clubs – please get in touch.  

Aberdeen City and Shire

Maureen Traquair






T:  07500 026146






E:  maureen.traquair@opito.com
Borders/Midlothian


Kathleen Hill






T:  01968 673841






E:  kmhill@scotnet.co.uk
Fife/Dundee



Eileen Black





T:  01875 341332 or 07912 172555






E:  eileen.black2@btinternet.com
Edinburgh/East/West Lothian
            Judith Symes






T:  07801 267965





E:  judith.symes@hotmail.com
Glasgow and Inverclyde

Jess Cooke






T:  07979 735727






E:  jess.cooke@ntlworld.com
Highlands and Islands

Melanie Riddell





T:  01463 231878/07916 315801





E:  melanie.riddell@scdi.org.uk
All other enquiries


Jane Martin






T:  0141 222 9733





E:  jane.martin@scdi.org.uk





or






Julie Fleming






T:  0141 222 9734





E:  julie.fleming@scdi.org.uk
www.yecscotland.co.uk
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