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Kingussie High School has been recognised at the regional business awards for its pupils’ achievements in engineering and science projects.

The SCDI Award for Highlands and Islands Young Engineers and Science Club of the Year was last night presented to pupils from the school at SCDI’s Highlands and Islands Business Excellence Awards.
The Kingussie High School young engineers and science club, which has been running since 1987, meets weekly and works on a range of projects including the Greenpower car project and Rampaging Chariots.

The driving force behind the club, Brian Dziennik, was the inspiration behind the innovative Highland Olympics in Technology project, piloted earlier this year. This project involved teams from six Highland secondaries joining forces with primary pupils to compete in a technology triathlon. This successful project is now being rolled out across the Highlands.  

The award presentation was made by the Minister for Climate Change and the Environment, Stewart Stevenson MSP, at the Scottish Council for Development and Industry’s Highlands and Islands Annual Dinner and Business Excellence Awards, which attracted 350 guests from across the region. 
Brian Dziennik, Club Leader, Kingussie High School said:
“The school is delighted to win this award. Many kids have worked very hard over the last few years to build up the club. 

The club involves many hours of slogging over a 'hot file' and it is fantastic to have this kind of recognition for ourselves and indeed for all the clubs that operate out of schools across Highland.”
The full winners list of winners was: 

	Award
	Winner

	The Crown Estate One to Watch Award for Excellence in a Marine Business
	WattchMate Ltd

	E.ON Award for Excellence in Low Carbon Energy
	Galston Estate Trust

	Global Energy Award for Excellence in People Development
	Highland Home Carers 

	Gordon & MacPhail Award for Excellence in International Business
	Harris Tweed Hebrides

	
	Highly Commended – Highlands & Islands Airports Ltd

	H&I Enterprise Award for Excellence in Research and Innovation
	KP Technology Ltd

	The SEPA & SNH Award for Excellence in Environmental Sustainablity
	Hebridean Seaweed Company

	SCDI Award for Highlands and Islands Young Engineers and Science Club of the Year
	Kingussie High School

	SCDI H&I Chairman's Award for Outstanding Business Achievement
	Global Energy Group

	
	Highly Commended – Castle Stuart Golf Links


This year’s event was the 12th SCDI Highlands and Islands Annual Dinner and Business Excellence Awards and it was held at The Drumossie Hotel in Inverness. After dinner entertainment was provided by BAFTA-winning comedian, Alistair McGowan.
Over the last year, the number of Young Engineers and Science Clubs in the Highlands and Islands has grown to more than 100 clubs, with 440 clubs across Scotland.

The Young Engineers and Science Clubs programme could not have achieved the success it has without the support of our partner organisations in the region, in particular Morrison Construction, LifeScan Scotland, Highlands & Islands Enterprise through the STEM North of Scotland programme and The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust (The LRET). 
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For further information please call James Alexander on 07762 023 985
For photographs please call Ewen Weatherspoon on 07831 865 542
Notes to Editors

SCDI is an independent membership network which strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity. With Inverness, Aberdeen and Glasgow offices, members include businesses, trade unions, public agencies, educational institutions, local authorities, voluntary sector and inter faith groups.

SCDI is grateful for the support of our event partners:
· The Crown Estate

· E.On

· Global Energy Group

· Gordon and MacPhail

· Highlands and Islands Enterprise

· SEPA

· Scottish Natural Heritage

· Diageo

· Highland Spring

· LifeScan Scotland

· Marine Harvest
The Lloyd’s Register Educational Trust 
The Lloyd's Register Educational Trust (The LRET) is an independent charity working to achieve advances in transportation, science, engineering and technology education, training and research worldwide for the benefit of all.
